English 364 (Special Topics in Reading Popular Culture)

New Course Request

How the course meets the GEC Objectives for Category 5 Arts and Humanities; Section B Analysis of texts and Works of Art; 3 Culture & Ideas
English 364 is ideally suited for inclusion in the GEC for several reasons.  First, addressing the principles governing the model curriculum:

· This course provides a dynamic and vital foundation for lifr-long learning, providing students with tools to make connections and navigate between more traditional objects of academic inquiry in the Arts and Humanities (literature, film, etc.) and the popular texts and other cultural productions of their daily lives.

· The course will develop the tools for advanced study and critical reading of a topic in popular culture studies, drawing on methodologies from various disciplines (including literature, folklore, visual culture, film studies, and media studies).

· This course seeks to synthesize knowledge and ideas that explicitly transcend traditional academic boundaries and categories, contributing directly to this vital goal of the GEC.

· The course introduces students to contemporary texts and debates that will allow them to participate in a range of discussions and ongoing debates both within and without the university’s walls about the potential and risks of popular culture.

· This course puts into dialogue traditional and interdisciplinary methodologies of humanistic inquiry and analysis.

In addition, the course also contributes directly to the specific goals and principles of the Humanities and Arts category of the GEC.  Although taught in the English department with English studies as the starting point for engaging and analyzing popular culture, the course explores how critical work can be done by the students from the vantage point of other disciplines as well.  Indeed, we will draw on a range of interdisciplinary approaches in this course, including media studies, visual culture studies, and material culture studies.  The course seeks to help the students develop a sense of the issues involved in making judgments about both “high” and “low” cultural forms (including, of course, the meaningfulness of the distinction between “high” and “low” itself), and to provide lifelong tools through which students can continue to refine those judgments and understand the stakes (aesthetic, cultural, political, etc.) involved in all acts of reading and analysis.  Finally, the course seeks to put into direct conversation traditional and non-traditional objects of study within the humanities and the arts, and to explore with students how both are made newly visible by the conversation.
